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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OR  ELY 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OR  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH  FOR  1953 


lilr  o Chairman  j Ladies  and  Gentlemen 5 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December  1953- 

1»  STATISTICS^ 

During  1953  the  usual  statistics  have  been  kept 
and  are  available. 

2o  GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES; 

(a)  Ambulances.-  Two  ambulances  are  stationed  at  Ely 
both  being  operated  by  the  Isle  of  Ely  County 
Councilo  One  is  for  infectious  diseases  and  the 
other  for  non-inf ectious  diseases. 

The  Littleport  St.  John  Ambulance  continues 
under  the  agency  agreement  with  the  County  Council 
to  maintain  its  fine  record.  I would  remind  the 
Council  that  both  this  ambulance 9 and  the  County 
Council  ambulance  at  Ely^  are  manned  by  members 
from  the  Ambulance  and  Nursing  Divisions  at 
Littleport  and  Ely  respectively.  The  District 
owes  these  volunteers  a real  debt  of  gratitude 
for  their  skilful  handling  of  patients  and  for 
their  unfailing  cheerf ulnessj  often  under  very 
adverse  and  unpleasant  circumstances. 

(b)  Nursing  and  Clinic  Arrangements.-  These  are  the 
same  as  for  previous  years . The  District  Nurses 
continue  to  maintain  their  fine  record  of  service. 

(c)  Hospitals. - 

( i)  Tower  Hospital  for  Chronic  Sick 

( ii ) The  I sol at i on  Ho  spi t al 

(iii)  The  Grange  Mat ernity~ome 

These  hospitals  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 


1. 


3.  WATER? 


(a)  (i)  The  supply  for  the  district  is  drawn  from  two 
chalk  wells  at  West  Rowo  During  1953  water  supplies 
of  adequate  quantity  and  quality  have  been  maintained » 

(ii)  There  have  been  no  major  breakdowns  during  the 
year , 

(b)  (i)  The  Chloramine  Plant  has  been  in  use  continually 

and  has  proved  satisf actory o The  chloramine  process 

permits  of  the  treatment  of  the  water  at  the  sourceo 

(ii)  Pour  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations 
were  made  during  the  year  and  proved  satisf actory o 

(iii)  In  May  serious  contamination  of  one  borehole 
from  a broken  oil  pipe  at  the  Waterworks  occurred » 

The  very  careful  and  unremitting  efforts  of  the  Water 
Engineer  and  his  staff  proved  very  successful?  and 
together  with  the  maintenance  of  all  necessary 
safeguards  resulted  in  my  being  completely  satisfied 
from  the  Public  Health  aspect  with  the  quality  of  the 
water  supplied  to  the  affected  areaso 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  record  that  supplies? 
both  in  quality  and  quantity?  were  normal  within  six 
weeks.  All  necessary  steps  have  been  taken  to 
ensure  that  there  can  be  no  recurrence  of  such  an 
incident  in  the  future. 

(iv)  The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(v)  Referring  to  the  general  supply  to  houses?  there 
is  no  material  alteration  in  the  figures  given  in  my 
Report  for  1950. 

4o  SEWAGE  ? 

(a)  Once  again  I have  to  record  my  very  great 

dissatisfaction  so  far  as  the  rural  sewage  problems 
are  concerned.  The  years  roll  by  and.  although  the 
Council  have  prepared  sewage  schemes  for  all  parishes? 
we  seem  as  far  distant  as  ever  from  the  solution  of 
the  truly  pressing  sewage  problems . 

Speaking  generally?  conditions  are  worsening  and 
the  need  for  modern  sanitation  in  the  majority  of 
villages  becoming  more  and  more  urgent. 
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SEY/AGE  (Contdc): 


(a)  Before  very  long  these  problems  will  require  more 
urgent  and  grave  consideration,  whatever  the  state  of 
the  national  economy.  I have  on  a number  of  occasions 
put  on  record  my  misgivings  and  my  sense  of  disquiet 
with  reference  to  conditions  obtaining  in  this  area 
for  which  I hold  some  responsibility.  I am  faintly 
hopeful  that  more  sympathetic  and  rather  more  practical 
attention  will  be  accorded  by  higher  authority  before 

a major  upheaval  forces  the  issue, 

(b)  One  glimmer  in  the  general  gloom  is  the 
satisfactory  working  of  the  Littleport  Sewerage  Scheme, 
completed  in  1952,  The  readiness  with  which  adjacent 
properties  have  been  and  are  being  connected  up  with 
the  main  sewers  is  some  indication  of  the  appreciation 
by  local  inhabitants  of  the  benefits  conferred  by  the 
implementation  of  this  scheme, 

(c)  Sutton  still  remains  one  of  the  District's 
"blackspot s"  and  is  a source  of  constant  anxiety.  I 
am  convinced  that  the  policy  of  the  Council  in  pressing 
frequently  for  early  consent  to  at  any  rate  a partial 
scheme  is  the  only  correct  one,  I am  happy  to  report 
that  during  the  year  the  Ministry  have  agreed  in 
principle  to  the  plans  submitted. 


5,  HOUSING: 


Permanent  Housing: 


Sites: 

In  hand  and  not  under  development  at  1/1/53 
Acquired  during  1953 

Taken  into  development  during  1953 
In  hand  and  not  under  development  as  at 

31/12/53 


Noc 

. Acres 

1 

2. 

077 

8 

30. 

907 

9 

32. 

W 

6 

13. 

755 

! 1 

19. 

229 
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5.  HOUSING  (Contd. ) ; 
Dwellings 


NOo  covered  by  contracts  placed  - but  not  in 


course  of  erection  ~ at  1/1/53  36 

No«  covered  by  contracts  placed  during  1953  114- 

NOo  under  construction  as  at  1/1/53  114 

NOo  commenced  during  1953  116 


?30 

Eungalov/s  Houses  Houses  -j 

2-bedrooms  2-bedrooms  3-bedrooms  — 


NOo  completed 

during  1953  20 

No.  under 
construction 
as  at  31/12/53 

Stage  of 
Completion 

76  to  99 
51  to  75 

26  to  50  2 

To  25  10 

12 


4 


41 

27 

12 

25 

105 


143 

230 


NOo  not  commenced  as  at  31/12/53 


NOo  let  during  1953  to  Members  of  Agricultural 

Population  26 


Total  number  of  permanent  houses  provided 

under  Housing  Acts  to  31/12/53  1237 


Temporary  Housing 

Total  number  of  converted  ex^-service  huts 

occupied  as  at  31/12/53  98 

Private  Enterprise  Permanent  Housing 

NOo  of  unfinished  dwellings  licensed  or 

approved  as  at  1/1/53  20 

HOo  licensed  or  approved  during  1953  23 

43 
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5o  HOUSING  (Contdo ) s 


Private  Enterprise  Permanent  Housing 


NOo  of  dwellings  completed  during  1953  21 

NOo  in  course  of  erection  as  at  31/12/53  16 

Noc  not  commenced  as  at  31/12/53  _6 

43 

6,  SCHOOLS^ 


Previous  reports  contain  all  that  I feel  about  the 
schools  in  the  District o So  far  I have  no  reason  to  retract 
one  word  I have  written  in  the  paste 


MILK: 


Luring  the  year  it  has  not  been  necessary  for  me  to  put 
’’Stop  Orders”  on  any  supplies  I am  pleased  to  say- 

I musty  howevery  point  out  that  whereas  most  of  the  milk 
supplied  in  the  District  is  designated  or  either  comes  from 
tuberculin  tested  herds  or  is  pasteurised  or  bothy  there  are 
nevertheless  some  quantities  of  loose  undesignated  milk  soldy 
over  which  the  Council  has  no  controls  This  milk  can  be  the 
source  of  much  damagSy  and  unfortunately  action  can  only  be 
taken  when  the  damage  becomes  apparent « 

8»  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE^ 

(a)  623  notifications  of  infectious  disease  v\rere 

receivedo 

The  total  of  623  cases  is  made  up  as  follows  s-- 


Y/hooping  Cough  133 
Measles  476 
Erysipelas  1 
Scarlet  Fever  5 
Pneumonia  5 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 
Infective  Hepatitis  1 
Dysentery  1 


Although  there  were  so  many  cases  of  measles 
notifiedy  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  generally 
speaking  the  cases  were  benign  in  charactery  and  that 
there  were  no  deaths* 
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8o  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (Contdo)s 

(b)  It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  that  I 
record  once  again  that  there  has  been  no  case  of 
diphtheria  in  the  District  during  the  yearo  This 
entirely  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  will  not  be 
maintained  if  parents  through  inadvertence  or 
deliberate  neglect  fail  to  have  their  young  children 
innooalatedo  I hope  that  every  Councillor  v/ill  strive 
his  or  her  hardest  to  impress  on  every  citizen  of  the 
District  the  urgency  and  necessity  of  innoculationo 

(c)  Disinfection  of  premises  etco  is  regularly  carried 
out  in  cases  of  notifiable  disease?  also  when 
infection  is  reported?  or  requests  are  received  for  any 
special  reasonso 

( d ) Tuberculosis  n 

16  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  yearo 
After  making  the  necessary  adjustments?  there  are  the 
following  numbers  on  the  Register 

Respiratory 


Male  35 
Female  21 

Compared  with  1952?  the  figures  shew  a decrease 
of  1 casso 


Non-Respirato: 


Male  10 
Female  9 


9o  FOODS 

HI  ‘ti  ■ tirntmatmiam 

(a)  As  careful  a watch  as  is  possible  is  kept  on 

eating  places  and  shops  generally » I hope?  however? 
that  any  unsatisfactory  premises  which  come  under  the 
notice  of  members  of  the  Council?  and  indeed?  of  any 
members  of  the  public?  will  be  reported  to  me 
immediately?  as  I can  promise  speedy  action  which  will 
be  as  drastic  as  possibleo 

(h)  I can  report  that  many  traders  are  conscious  of 

the  necessity  for  hygiene?  and  to  them  and  to  their 
assistants  I offer  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  co~ 
operationo  If  the  public  will  concentrate  on  dealing 
with  these  traders?  the  general  level  of  ''hygiene 
consciousness"  must?  for  economic  reasons  alone?  be 
materially  raised. 
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9 c FOOD  ( Contdo  ) 


(c)  Once  again  the  importance  of  hot  water^  soap  and 
clean  towels  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasisedo  It 
is  now  a well  established  fact  that  if  only  food 
handlers  in  the  shops  and  in  the  home  would  wash  their 
hands  regularly^  the  number  of  cases  of  intestinal 
infection  would  drop  considerably.  This  is  a fact 
which  should  be  taught  to  children  at  school  and  in 
their  homes.  Hygiene  generally  should  be  included  in 
the  school  curriculum  as  an  important  part  of  a child's 
education, 

(d)  Plies  should  not  be  tolerated  »»  in  any  place  where 
food  is  prepared^  sold  or  eaten.  The  dangers  attached 
to  such  insects  are  under-estimated.  Sanitary 
Authorities  everywhere  are  aware  of  the  menace  carried 
by  flieso  Many  infectious  illnesses  are  known  to  be 
spread  by  flies^  and  there  is  prima  facie  evidence 
that  anterior  poliomyelitis  is  transmitted  in  this 
manner, 

10,  MIS  CELL  ANE0USc° 

(a)  Rodent  Control o-  The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the 
R;oderit  Of f i cer  (Rat  Catcher)  have  inspected  some  679 
premises?  of  which  341  have  been  treated, 

(b)  Moveable  Dwellings, - Some  trouble  was  experienced  with 
the  usual  mobile  agricultural  workers?  who  are?  so  far 
as  Public  Health  is  concerned?  most  undesirable.  The 
existing  Regulations  relating  to  Moveable  Dwellings 
are  of  no  real  use  in  dealing  with  what  might  well  be 
under  certain  circumstances  a real  danger.  In  my 
opinion  these  Regulations  require  revising  and 
definitely  strengthening  at  an  early  date, 

I can  assure  the  Council  that  on  the  receipt  of 
any  formal  complaints  my  most  careful  attention  will 
be  given  to  them?  and  if  any  action  is  possible  it  shall 
be  implemented  without  delay, 

(c)  Factories  Act,-  Such  factories  as  are  in  the  District 
are  inspected  periodically  and  any  necessary  action 
is  taken. 
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11.  PERSONALS 


To  my  valued  colleagues  and  friends?  the  Clerk?  Deputy 
Clerk?  Engineer  & Surveyor?  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Water 
Engineer?  I would?  as  in  previous  years?  express?  and  place 
on  record?  my  warmest  thanks  to  them  for  their  co-operation 
and  assistance. 


I have  the  honour  to  he? 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen? 

Ko  So  MAURICE- SMITH? 


Medical  Officer  of  Health? 
Ely  Rural  District  Councilo 


